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rEADEr:  Let us pray. 

 Help us loving God to think with joy about the gifts of life and 
immortality that you gave us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

SCEnE 2:  First Station — Jesus is condemned to death

rEADEr:  As soon as it was morning, the chief priests, with the elders and 
scribes, and the whole council, held a consultation; and they 
bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him to Pontius 
Pilate. They all condemned him and said, “He deserves to die.” 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down on the judgment seat at a place called the Pavement. He 
took some water and washed his hands, saying, “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then he handed Jesus 
over to them to be crucified.

 Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent, but he sent him to be killed 
anyway. He tried to make himself feel better by washing his 
hands and saying that he was innocent. As you wash your hands 
in this bowl of water, pretend that you are Pilate, trying to make 
yourself feel better. Think about whether you would be brave 
enough to speak up for Jesus. Or would you be silent?

GuiDE:  Encourage children to wash their hands in the water, then dry 
them. Encourage their responses in their booklet: For you to 
think about, and then to write or draw your response: 

 This is what I thought about while I washed my hands, 
pretending I was Pilate:

rEADEr:  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, whose most dear Son suffered pain before he 
tasted joy, and endured crucifixion before he rejoined you in 
glory; Grant that we who walk in his path, may find it the way of 
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.
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SCEnE 3:  Second Station — Jesus takes up his Cross

rEADEr:  Jesus went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the 
place of a skull, which is called Golgotha (pronounced: GAHL-
guh-thuh). Although he was God’s Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. Like a lamb he was led to the 
slaughter; and just like a sheep that is silent before the shearer 
he also was quiet. Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 
and blessing.

 It was even worse than this description. First, the soldiers made 
fun of him by putting a crown made of thorns on his head. They 
spit on him. They stripped off his clothes and made fun of him. 
Through it all, Jesus was silent. He just carried his cross. 

GuiDE:  Encourage their responses in their booklet: For you to think 
about, and then to write or draw your response: 

 I remember a time that I was obedient, even though I didn’t want 
to be:

rEADEr:  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony 
and shame of the cross for us: Give us courage to take up our 
cross and follow him; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.

GuiDE:  Direct the children to take the cross and silently carry it to the 
next station. They can take turns each time we move to a new 
station.

SCEnE 4:  Third Station — Jesus falls the first time

rEADEr:  Jesus, even though he was in the form of God, did not think that 
being equal to God was the most important thing. Instead he 
emptied himself, took the form of a servant, and was born as a 
human. And in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a cross. For that reason, 


