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cASt: FIVE NARRAtORS
 Court Official
 Judge
 two disciples
 Four Witnesses
 three Citizens
 Roman Soldiers (optional)

 ChOIR 
 Soloists
 Organ
 Piano
 Drum
 Cello 

The narrators should be drawn from the clergy and/or those who 
regularly read lessons in church. All the other parts can be played 
by performers of different ages. It is highly effective to have the 
disciples/witnesses/citizens range from mid-teens to   
post-retirement.

In churches where there is no choir, all the music can be sung  
by the congregation and/or solo voices.

coStumeS: Clergy, acolytes, choir and readers are dressed as is customary
 to the particular church. The Judge is in a ‘legal’ black robe, and  
 the actors in simple, not ‘biblical’ dress. Jesus and the Roman  
 soldiers (if any) are in period costume.
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ScriPt

NArrAtor: CONGREGAtIONAL hYMN with Organ: My song is love 
unknown (1982 hymnal 458 verses 1-3) 

FirSt NArrAtor: Jesus is Arrested

 After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his 
disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was 
a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, 
who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often 
met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment 
of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, 
came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 
they answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am 
he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When 
Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And 
they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that 
I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” this 
was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single 
one of those whom you gave me.” then Simon Peter, who had a 
sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right 
ear. the slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put 
your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that 
the Father has given me?”

court SceNe  i

court oFFiciAl:  Silence in Court!

 (Judge enters, followed by two disciples, from the side.)

JudGe:  this is not a trial. No one is accused of anything. We just want to 
know what actually happened. You were with Jesus the night he 
was arrested. Is that correct?
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diSciPleS:  Yes, sir. 

JudGe:  Why were you there?

diSciPle 1:  Well, we were his special followers. 

diSciPle 2:  We followed him for nearly three years, helping him with all the 
healing and preaching he did.

JudGe:  So you knew him well. Were you friends of his?

diSciPle 1:  Oh yes sir. 

diSciPle 2:  We knew him very well

diSciPle 1:  We loved and admired him.

JudGe:  So in the Garden that night, what did he do?

diSciPle 1:  Well he was really worried, and maybe even a bit frightened. 

diSciPle 2:  You could tell, because he was sweating really badly – big drops 
of sweat.

diSciPle 1:  he went a little bit away, by himself, to pray for strength and 
guidance.

JudGe:  And what did you do?

diSciPleS: (pause) 

 We fell asleep, sir.

JudGe:  You fell asleep? he was worried, you were his friends, and yet 
you fell asleep?

diSciPle 1:  Oh, I know, I know! 

diSciPle 2:  But it had been a long day. 

diSciPle 1:  We were very, very tired. 

diSciPle 2:  We woke up as soon as he came back, though.

JudGe:  And then?

 (pause) 


