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NARRATOR 3:  What we’re going to show now actually happens in a flash in 
Joe’s mind in the second before Joe answers that other student’s 
question. 

NARRATOR 4:  Let’s watch…

SceNe 3:   Within Joe 

 (JOE is joined by HARI & TOVI, who stand right behind him, one 
on the left, one on the right.) 

HARI:  (Speaking to JOE) Wow, that sounds like fun! And your friends 
will all be there!

TOVI:  (To HARI) You’ve got to be kidding! (To JOE.) There’s nothing to 
discuss. You’ve got that paper to do.

HARI:  (To JOE, pushing TOVI away.) You can always do that paper. This 
party’s a big deal, and this kind of an opportunity doesn’t come 
along every day!

TOVI:  (Brushing off HARI’s shove and turning to face HARI.) Yeah, it’s a 
great opportunity all right—a great opportunity to mess up!   
(To JOE) That party is a disaster waiting to happen. Don’t go!!!

JOe:  (Covering both of his ears) You guys are driving me nuts! (To both 
HARI and TOVI.) Why don’t you two just fight it out yourselves and 
let me know who wins?!

HARI:  We can’t, Joe, because Tovi (HARI puts his/her fists up and 
points them at TOVI threateningly; TOVI simply shrugs.) just 
doesn’t like to fight—do you, you wimp?

TOVI:  (To Joe.) God cares deeply about you, Joe. God wants what’s best 
for you, and I’m the part of you that helps you to respond to God.

JOe:  (To HARI and TOVI.) This isn’t getting me anywhere! (To 
STUDENTS 4 & 5, who now unfreeze.) I’ll have to get back to  
you on that.
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STUDeNT 4:  Get back about what? This is a no-brainer!

JOe:  Yeah, but I need some time to think about it.

STUDeNT 5:  (To STUDENT 4.) Joe’s turning into a dork right before our eyes! 

STUDeNT 4:  Yeah, Dorkface! Dorkface! (Said as STUDENTS 4 & 5 move away 
from JOE.)

JOe:  (Yelling to STUDENTS 4 & 5 as they move away.) Cut it out, guys! 
 (As STUDENTS 4 & 5 disappear off stage, JUDY—another 

student—appears and approaches JOE from another direction.)

JUDY:  Hi Joe! I’m glad I caught you. Our youth group’s going to be doing 
a project this Sunday afternoon from 1 to 5 over at that house our 
congregation’s been helping to fix up. It’s a great project, and I 
think you’d really like it, too! Can you come? (JOE & JUDY freeze 
while the NARRATORS speak.)

NARRATOR 5:  So we’re going to take another little pause in the action so that 
Hari and Tovi can weigh in with their views on this project. 

NARRATOR 6:  Remember, all of this is happening in an instant in Joe’s mind.

HARI:  Joe, you’ll be really tired after the party.

TOVI:  Not if you don’t go!

HARI:  Anyway, you’ve got that paper to work on.

TOVI:  (To HARI.) So now you’re suddenly into working on papers!   
(To JOE.) By the way, Judy is very good looking, and I know 
you’ve been hoping for a chance to get to know her better…

NARRATOR 5:  What do you think Tovi’s up to with that last remark?

NARRATOR 6:  Yetser Tov is perfectly willing to work with honest human 
emotions, including physical attraction, if that helps…in a positive 
way, of course! Let’s keep listening…

HARI:  Yeah, I can’t disagree with Tovi-boy (girl) on that point: Judy is 
good looking, that’s for sure! So why not invite her to the party  
at Sarah’s house? 
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TOVI:  Joe, you know enough about Judy to know that she’d never agree 
to go there if she knew that Sarah’s parents wouldn’t be around, 
and why would you want to take her to a party like that anyway? 
It’ll kill your chances with her.

HARI:  Why Tovi, you’re usually so annoyingly positive! Why this sudden 
negativity? Give it a shot, Joe! Just tell Judy there’s a party at 
Sarah’s and ask her to go. That’s all she needs to know!

JOe:  (Unfreezing, to himself, holding his head between his hands.) 
They’re at it again! I don’t know what to do! Let me see if I can buy 
some time to think this through before deciding. I’ll ask Judy a few 
questions while I’m thinking. (To JUDY who unfreezes.) What’s 
this work project about anyway?

JUDY:  The churches and synagogues in town do a lot of this kind of work 
with service clubs and with organizations like AmeriCares and 
Habitat for Humanity, and now even down in New Orleans, the 
Gulf Coast and Staten Island. 

JOe: (Skeptically.) So what’s that supposed to accomplish?

JUDY:  Helping out a family.

JOe:  Only one family?! Why, that’s just a drop in the bucket! Why 
bother?

JUDY:  But for that one family, it makes all the difference in the world. 
(JUDY freezes again.)

JOe:  (To himself.) Boy, she’s good! What am I going to do?

NARRATOR 5:  While Joe wrestles with this, we’re going to look more generally 
at what Judy is talking about, in a brief message from our 
sponsors—God and our congregations. (JOE, struggling within 
himself, moves off stage with JUDY (unfrozen again), TOVI & HARI 
following.) 

NARRATOR 6:  And we’re going to do it first with a story from the Bible and 
then we’ll focus right here, on what young people in our faith 
communities are doing to help make life better for others.
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NARRATOR 5:  First, this story from Jewish history that shows one way  
that God has chosen to speak to people whom God has  
called to do God’s work.

SceNe 4:   eli, the Priest and Prophet, with Young Samuel 

 (ELI enters from either wings and moves to center stage.)

NARRATOR 7:  Eli was a famous priest living in Israel about 3,000 years ago.

NARRATOR 8:  Hannah brought her young son to the temple to meet Eli. She 
wanted him to be trained as a priest by Eli because she was so 
grateful to God to have been able to have a child in her old age.

 (SAMUEL, the boy, and HANNAH, his mother, enter from either 
wings and walk over to ELI who greets them; HANNAH gives 
ELI the basket of fruit she has brought, then hugs SAMUEL and 
waves goodbye.)

NARRATOR 7:  The boy’s name was Samuel, and he does great things as   
an adult.

NARRATOR 8:  But first he had much to learn. And so he studied with Eli and 
listened to him. (ELI and SAMUEL sit together on a bench, 
which can be a piano bench moved by the NARRATORS over 
to ELI and SAMUEL. ELI holds a scroll and shows it to SAMUEL 
as he unrolls it, pointing out things to SAMUEL but with each 
only mouthing words to the other that are inaudible to the 
congregation. ELI then points out to SAMUEL where he is to lie 
down to sleep. SAMUEL goes to that spot and lies down. ELI 
goes to another spot on the stage and lies down himself.)

NARRATOR 7:  One night, as young Samuel was sleeping peacefully he was 
awakened by a Voice.

VOIce OF GOD:  (Spoken over the sound system by an actor, off stage, using a 
handheld mike.) Samuel! Samuel! (SAMUEL startles awake and 
sits up.)

NARRATOR 8:  Young Samuel thought that Eli the priest was calling him. So he 
ran into Eli’s room and said to Eli:
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SAMUeL:  (Running to ELI.) Yes?

eLI:  (Drowsily waking up.) What is it my child?

SAMUeL:  You called me.

eLI:  No, I didn’t say anything. Go back to bed. (ELI returns to sleep as 
SAMUEL goes back and lies down.)

NARRATOR 7:  Then the Voice said twice more,

VOIce OF GOD:  Samuel! Samuel! (SAMUEL jumps up and runs to ELI again, but 
this time stays there.)

NARRATOR 8:  And each time, young Samuel ran to Eli.

NARRATOR 7:  On the third time, Eli finally understood what was happening.

NARRATOR 8:  And so he said to young Samuel,

eLI:  It is the voice of God calling you. Next time, say, “Here I am, Lord. 
I’m listening.” (SAMUEL returns to his sleeping spot and ELI goes 
back to sleep.) 

NARRATOR 7:  And so, the next time, here’s what young Samuel did:

VOIce OF GOD:  Samuel! (SAMUEL startles awake and this time looks upward.)

SAMUeL:  Here I am, Lord. I’m listening.

NARRATOR 8:  And Samuel continued listening to God’s call throughout his life. 
 (ELI departs from the stage. SAMUEL remains.)

NARRATOR 7:  When he grew up, Samuel became one of the greatest prophets 
of God and doer of God’s will.    

NARRATOR 8:  So much so that when God decided to appoint the first kings of 
Israel—first King Saul and then King David—Samuel was sent 
by God to anoint each of them as king. (DAVID appears from 
either wing in shepherd’s clothing, moves to center stage, and 
faces SAMUEL, now standing, who symbolically anoints DAVID 
king by placing a hand on DAVID’s head.)


