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SCENE 2: dropping a large book on the floor could do the 
“special effect” of the loud thunderclap. Some electronic  
organs have “thunderclap” as a stop. A jar for the “spices”   
is needed.

SCENE 3: 3 chairs are needed for the meal in Emmaus, as   
well as a large piece of pita bread and a plate.

Script

ScEnE 1 (The scene is just outside Jerusalem, late afternoon on Good  
 Friday. The “house lights” are out except for dim lights at the  
 altar. The congregation softly sings the first verse of “Where you  
 there when they crucified my Lord?” Quietly, a group of men and  
 women carry a man’s body towards the altar.)

nArrAtor: It is the saddest day of their lives. Jesus of Nazareth, their Lord 
and Master, who had touched their lives more profoundly than 
anyone else, and who they had hoped would lead them to 
freedom and peace, is dead. He died the cruel, painful death of 
crucifixion at the hands of the Roman Empire. 

 (The group reaches the altar platform and gently slides the body, 
head first, behind the altar, and kneel there briefly.) 

 Only the bravest of Jesus’ followers have the courage to show 
up to help bury Jesus. Most of his followers — even Peter and 
James — are in hiding, afraid that the Romans might grab them 
next and execute them as well. 

 (Spotlight shining on the altar goes on. The men and women 
stand up.)

JoSEpH oF  Well, it’s the least I could do, giving him my tomb. I had hoped I 
AriMAtHEA:  would need it long before he would.

MAry, tHE MotHEr oF JAMES AnD JoSES: You’re a good man, Joseph. My  
 sons didn’t even have the courage to show up today, when   
 Jesus really needed to see who cared for him.


