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Standing in the Moment 
I teach a Godly Play class to the second graders at St. Richard’s 
Episcopal School in Indianapolis. One day, about a month after 
September 11th, a little girl in the class stayed behind when most  
of the rest of the class had left for their lunch period. 

“I need to tell you something,” she said matter-of-factly, looking from 
side to side at the girls on either side of her.

“All right,” I replied, and waited.

She became slightly nervous, and then more agitated, looking at the 
other girls.

“I need to talk to you alone,” she said. 

I asked the others to leave, and she began.

“Last weekend, we went to visit my dog’s father. We got him at this 
place out in the country, and we were going to visit him. But when 
we got there...” At this point, she was beginning to cry, and the words 
came out in choked sobs. “When we got there, we found out that he 
was dead.”

“I’m so sorry,” I told her.

By this time, she could not speak, but tears were streaming down her 
face. She gained control and continued. “It was a muskrat that killed 
him. Something like that, a small little animal. A small animal killed 
that big dog. I don’t understand it!” By now she was shrieking out the 
words, “I don’t understand how that little animal, with...those... sharp...
pointy...little teeth could kill that big, strong dog!” 

I realized then that she was talking about the United States of America, 
and Osama bin Laden. As we all were, she was questioning how our 
secure world could have been breached in such a huge and terrifying 
way by just a few, violent people. 

I didn’t understand it either. I could only stand in the moment with her.

                —by Kim McPherson
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Teacher Training and Affirmation 
by Kathy Meyer

When we began using Godly Play we also began monthly meetings for the story -
tellers and door persons. The meetings were built around the idea of the small  
group approach. I would meet with the small group leaders and then they would  
each facilitate a small group. At each meeting there was prayer, conversations about 
experiences in the classroom and a time of practicing the stories to be presented 
next. 

This approach worked very well for the storytellers. They like the opportunity to 
share their experiences together and learn from each other. It was less successful for 
the door persons because they didn’t come regularly and didn’t feel as connected as 
the storytellers did. 

We also held one day retreats twice a year for the Christian education committee at 
an area retreat center, and a yearly retreat for the teachers. 

One of my greatest joys in this whole process was visiting with the teachers after 
class on Sunday mornings. The conversation often began with the words, “Do 
you know what happened today?” This was followed by the telling of a wonderful 
experience that children and teachers had shared together. It was such a joy to 
see the teachers delight in their experience and hear the amazing things that were 
happening in the classroom!

An Interview with Two Teachers 
by Cindy Bishop

Biographical Information on Pam and Bill Nelson

The Nelsons were married at Church of the Incarnation in February of 1968. Pamela 
and Bill have two grown, married sons and a four-year-old granddaughter. Since 
1995, they’ve lived downtown near the Farmer’s Market in a converted building.

Bill rides his bike to his job at the Dallas Zoo where he has driven the monorail since 
1990. Earlier, he had a career in data processing. Bill sings in the choir and plays the 
accordion. 

Pamela is a practicing artist, involved in public art at several Dallas Area Regional 
Transportation stations and at the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport. She currently serves  
on	the	U.S.	Commission	of	Fine	Arts	in	Washington,	a	four-year	presidential	
appointment. She started an art program at the downtown Stewpot and has been  
a yoga instructor at local YMCAs.
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Have you taught Sunday school before? If so what was that like and how does that 
experience compare with Godly Play?

Bill: Yes. It was fun but not as structured as Godly Play. I like a routine, and I think 
the kids like to know what to expect as well.

Pam: We “taught” three-year-olds. I remember mostly the days we used glitter.

Why have you chosen to teach in the Godly Play program? Why the youngest children 
in particular?

Bill: I watched Elizabeth Clarke present the Parable of the Good Shepherd and I was 
blown away into the fifth dimension. I like the young children because they are so 
funny and alive.

Pam:	Bill	asked	me	to	join	him	in	a	great	adventure—something	we	could	do	
together. We don’t work together on too much.

What part of teaching or working with the children do you like best?

Bill: Without a doubt it’s the hugs.

Pam: I enjoy their openness and getting right below the surface quickly. They are 
transparent.

What part of Godly Play do you think is the most important?

Bill: The discipline of “getting ready.” Having to be still and quiet. The prayers at the 
feast.

Pam: I think listening, and then responding is a great lesson. Learning to respect the 
space of others. Praying from the heart.

What things have you learned that have been helpful to your own spiritual formation?

Bill: When I prepare a story I always learn something: maybe the colors of the church 
year or the liturgy of baptism.

Pam: To come to God as a child. I watch how they do it.

Bill, what has been your favorite Godly Play story to tell and why?

Bill: The one that stands out in my mind is Noah’s Ark or the Flood. It was my first 
story and I was very nervous. But when I stood up and held the ark up as high as I 
could reach, I heard some of the children gasp and I knew something was working.
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Do you have any other comments?

Bill: I believe everything a person needs to live a good Christian live is covered in 
Godly Play Level I, for three- and four-year-olds. All the subsequent education is 
either a review or superfluous. We have the sacraments, the New Testament parables 
and the Old Testament stories. To be entrusted to present this material to fresh and 
nimble minds for the first time is daunting.

Pam:	I	was	a	child	at	Incarnation—Sunday	school,	church	and	vacation	Bible	school.	
It made a huge impact on my life. Perhaps one of these children will feel the same.

What I Learned From Godly Play 
by Kathy Meyer

How to:
•	know	God	beyond	just	learning	about God
•	 live	and	work	together	in	the	community	of	the	circle
•	probe	scripture
•	discover	and	use	the	imagination	God	gave	me
•	 take	the	time	to	enjoy	the	process
•	 appreciate	and	welcome	the	silence
•	 live	in	and	care	for	the	environment
•	do	the	work	of	the	people	(liturgy)
•	 listen	to	others
•	 celebrate	together	in	community
•	 tell	stories	of	the	Bible	in	a	creative	way
•	pray	individually	and	with	others
•	 share
•	 show	respect	for	others,	even	when	I	don’t	agree	with	them
•	wonder
•	build	relationships	with	God	and	others
•	 think	deeply
•	 enjoy	the	safety	of	an	environment	designed	to	nurture	growth	and	learning
•	know	and	appreciate	the	seasons	and	colors	of	the	church	year
•	become	more	aware	of	the	mystery	of	God’s	presence	in	my	life
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