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The Complete Guide to Godly Play: Liturgical Action  Jesus and Jerusalem: The Story of Holy Week

LITURGICAL ACTION

JESUS AND JERUSALEM:  
THE STORY OF HOLY WEEk

LESSON NOTES
FOCUS: LOCATING HOLY WEEk EvENTS IN JERUSALEM

●● ENRICHMENT LESSON

●● ENRICHES the FACES OF EASTER, PART 7

THE MATERIAL

●● LOCATION: EASTER LITURGICAL SHELF, SECOND SHELF, BELOW THE MYSTERY OF 

EASTER

●● PIECES: WOODEN TRAY, PIECES OF THE WALL around Jerusalem, MODEL OF THE 

TEMPLE, Model of the Tomb And GOLGOTHA, a detailed map of Jerusalem to 

use as a resource

●● UNDERLAY: MAP OUTLINE OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM

BACkGROUND
Jerusalem is first mentioned in the Bible when Joshua and the Israelites moved into the Land of 
Canaan (Joshua 10:1-4). They apparently made an unsuccessful attempt to conquer the city. In Judges 
19:10 it is called “Jebus (that is, Jerusalem).” The city remained in the hands of the Jebusites until the 
time of David, who conquered the city about the year 1000 (1 Chronicles 11:4-9). David made this 
the political and religious capital of the Israelites. It was centrally located between the northern and 
southern tribes. It was confirmed as the religious center when he brought the Ark of the Covenant 
into the city. The Temple, however, was built by his son, Solomon. It was completed in 957 BCE 
and destroyed in 586 BCE by the Babylonians. It was rebuilt from about 520-515 BCE after Cyrus 
the Great, the Persian King, conquered Babylon and allowed the Jews to return in 538 BCE. Herod 
the Great (73/74–4 BCE) rebuilt and enlarged the Temple as well as the area around it to a complex 
covering three acres. The Holy of Holies was finished in two years about 19–17 BCE, but the work 
continued after his death for about 80 years through the time of Jesus. The Temple was destroyed by 
the Romans in 70 AD and the area was converted into a Temple of Jupiter by the Romans under the 
Emperor Hadrian. For about 200 years the city was called Aelia Capitolina, the Roman name, during 
which time Christianity took shape. The Emperor Constantine in the fifth century built Christian 
churches and established pilgrimage sites. The Muslims conquered Jerusalem in the seventh century. 
Crusades by Christians in the early Middle Ages attempted to re-take control of Jerusalem and renew 
the Temple as a Christian site, but this ultimately failed. Today the city remains a place of pilgrimage 
and conflict for Jews, Muslims and Christians.
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This lesson is about when Jesus came to Jerusalem for the last time and the story of Holy Week 
unfolded. This week is liturgically observed in a variety of ways in many Christian churches. Some 
churches have 14 Stations of the Cross on the walls, marking for meditation important moments in 
Jesus’ tortured path through the city on the way to his crucifixion. Perhaps as early as the fourteenth 
century the Franciscans had established a regular route with, perhaps, seven places to stop for medita-
tion. Local Stations of the Cross derived from this. Jerusalem and Jesus’ last days are, thus, bound 
together. Building this model encourages children to re-construct Jerusalem in their imaginations to 
give a structure and reality to Jesus’ last days during Holy Week.

NOTES ON THE MATERIAL
This material rests on the Easter shelves. It sits on the second shelf, below the Faces of Easter. The 
underlay is a schematic map of Jerusalem. A wooden tray with a purple interior holds a collection 
of objects to place on the underlay. They are: Sections of the wall around Jerusalem, the Temple, 
the Tomb and Golgotha with its three crosses. The underlay map helps the storyteller and children 
identify where each object is to be placed and to trace Jesus’ movements about the city during Holy 
Week. The story also has a more detailed map of the city to use as a resource.

SPECIAL NOTES
A best time to tell this story is on the Sunday when Holy Week begins, which is Palm Sunday (Passion 
Sunday), or any time during Holy Week. It is also appropriate anytime during the year when children 
discover the material and ask for a presentation.
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