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Welcome to What Wondrous Love, a presentation of the 
story of Holy Week. In this study, world-renowned biblical 
scholars and a celebrated professor of preaching from 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology offer their 
expertise in discussions of how the gospel texts of Jesus’ 
last week on earth are brought to life in the artwork of 
John August Swanson. With the beauty and power of art 
and sacred texts, and the insight of Candler’s scholars, 
we hope this presentation acts as a new catalyst for you 
on your journey of faith. 

Jan Love 
Dean and Professor of Christianity and World Politics, 
Candler School of Theology

 Greetings from Candler School of Theology

Dean Jan Love
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what wondrous love
This 41-minute DVD presents key scripture passages and events in the biblical story of Holy Week—the 
last days of Jesus’ ministry, his death and his resurrection. Each biblical text is illustrated and interpreted 
by the beautiful artwork of John August Swanson and also receives scholarly commentary from members 
of the faculty at Candler School of Theology at Emory University. The folk hymn “What Wondrous Love 
is This?” which serves as the accompanying musical theme, is sung by award-winning Celtic vocalist 
Connie Dover.

The DVD is divided into six sections, or “chapters,” each approximately 7 minutes long. Every chapter 
features the reading of a passage of scripture, commentary by the scholars, and a Swanson work of art 
based on that passage. The six chapters are followed by a brief “Coda,” which both concludes the story of 
Jesus’ passion by portraying the burial of Jesus and opens the story to what follows by pointing to the hope 
of Easter.

 CHApter SCripture BiBliCAl Story Art*

 1 John 11:38-44 The Raising of Lazarus  Take Away the Stone

 2 Mark 11:1-11 The Entry into Jerusalem Entry into the City

     3 John 13:1-20 Jesus Washes the  Washing of the Feet
   Disciples’ Feet

 4 Matthew 26:17-30 The Last Supper Last Supper

 5 Luke 22:47-53 The Betrayal and Arrest Kiss of Judas

 6 Mark 15:21-39 The Crucifixion The Crucifixion

 Coda Luke 23:53-56 The Burial of Jesus Entombment of Christ and              
  (paraphrased)   Festival of Lights 

 

*John August Swanson Artwork
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IDEAS FOR VIEWING THIS HOLY WEEK DVD

Here are some ways you can use this DVD in your congregation or group:

1. It can be viewed in its entirety. The length of the DVD makes it ideal for use in church school classes or 
as a special Lenten or Holy Week program.

2. It can be viewed chapter-by-chapter. By using the “menu” button on your DVD, you can select 
individual chapters for viewing. Perhaps one or two chapters could be shown in church school classes or 
in worship each week leading up to Holy Week.

3. It can be used as a study and discussion resource. The remaining pages of this booklet feature 
reproductions of the John August Swanson artwork shown in the DVD, along with thought-provoking 
questions to spark fresh insight into the biblical passages depicted in the art.

FACULTY PRESENTERS
The producers would like to extend special thanks to the Candler faculty members who offer the 
commentary in this DVD:

Dr. Carl R. Holladay Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson
Charles Howard Candler Professor of New Robert W. Woodruff Professor of  
Testament Studies New Testament and Christian Origins

Dr. Steven J. Kraftchick Dr. Joel M. LeMon
Associate Professor in the Practice of Assistant Professor of Old Testament
New Testament Interpretation

Dr. Thomas G. Long Dr. Carol A. Newsom   
Bandy Professor of Preaching Charles Howard Candler                   
 Professor of Old Testament        

Dr. Andrea C. White                      Dr. Walter T. Wilson
Assistant Professor of Theology and Culture Professor of New Testament
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1. THE RAISING OF LAzARUS
 Based on John 11:38-44

FOR DISCUSSION
1.  Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson notes that this story of 

the raising of Lazarus in John corresponds to the 
story of the cleansing of the temple in Matthew, 
Mark and Luke because it precipitates Jesus’ arrest 
and death. How do you think a hopeful and life-
giving event like the raising of Lazarus set into 
motion the tragic end of Jesus’ life?

2.  Why do you think John August Swanson pictured 
Jesus in a bright yellow robe? What significance do 
you see in the other colors in the painting chosen by 
the artist?

3.  Swanson’s painting is filled with many people beside 
Jesus and Lazarus, each of them expressive of some 
action and some emotion. Look at the various 
people in the painting; describe what you see them 
doing and what you think they may be feeling.  
How do these other people relate to what is 
happening between Jesus and Lazarus?

4.  John August Swanson says about this painting,  
“I think all of us are Lazarus, and Christ keeps 
telling us to wake up, to come out and be alive.”

 How do you understand us to be like Lazarus, and when do you think we experience this call of Christ to 
be alive?

5.  What do you think Jesus means when he says to Martha, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God”?

6. Dr. Carol Newsom observes that the painting depicts this event as happening at dawn. She connects this to 
the biblical idea that each new day is God’s recreating the world. How do you see the raising of Lazarus as 
a re-creation of the world? 

TAKE AWAY THE STONE, limited-edition serigraph, hand printed in 
2005, 30"x 20" by John August Swanson


